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GROVE  WARD  GARNERS 
CHURCH  M  MEN  BASKET- 
BALL TITLE:  The  Brigham 
Young  University  field  house 
shook  to  the  rafters  here  Satur- 
day evening  (March  3)  when  in 
the  last  few  second  of  the  final 
game  of  the  All-Church  Senior 
M  Men  Basketball  tourney, 
Grove  Ward,  Alpine  Stake,  eked 
out  a  45-44  win  over  top-rated 
Plain  City,  Farr  West  Stake. 
Other  winners  were  Mesa  Tenth 
Ward,  East  Mesa  Stake,  third; 
Garland  Second  Ward,  Bear 
River  Stake,  fourth  and  also 
winner  of  the  sportsmanship 
trophy;  Tucson  Institute,  fifth; 
and  Granger  Second  Ward, 
North  Jordan  Stake,  consolation. 

Three  hundred  twenty  young 
men  from  32  wards  of  the 
Church  participated  in  this,  the 
34th  annual  sports  event.  To 
most  of  them  it  was  the  thrill  of 
a  lifetime.  Faith  promoting 
stories,  reports  of  non-members 
being  converted,  of  missionary 
work  going  forward  through  re- 
activation of  inactive  priesthood 
bearers  and  of  the  good  in 
general  the  athletic  programme  of 
the  YMMIA  is  doing,  were 
brought  to  light  during  this  great 
tournament.  Figures  showed 
more  than  eight  members  of  the 
Seventies  quorums  played  as 
well  as  185  elders,  40  priests, 
seven  teachers,  five  deacons,  11 
non-members,  two  members,  two 
Senior  members  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood.  At  least  11  players 
had  filled  foreign  missions  and 
three  had  served  in  stake  mis- 
sions. Among  the  320  were 
almost  every  type  of  professional, 
business  and  labouring  man, 
plus  a  number  of  students. 

ELDER  REISER  CALLED  TO 
SECRETARIAL  POST:  A  Hamer 
Reiser,  president  of  the  British 
Mission  from  1952  until  the 
latter  part  of  1955,  has  been 
named  assistant  secretary  to  the 
First  Presidency,  it  was  announ- 


ced during  the  week  by  President 
David  O.  McKay.  Elder  Reiser's 
new  duties  will  be  correlated  with 
the  work  of  Elder  Joseph  Ander- 
son, secretary  to  the  First  Presi- 
dency for  more  than  30  years. 
Elder  Reiser  accompanied  Presi- 
dent McKay  to  South  Africa 
when  President  McKay  visited 
the  mission  in  January  1954. 

CONSTRUCTION  MOVING 
UP  TO  SCHEDULE:  Writing 
from  Suva,  Fiji  under  date  lit 
February  21,  Elder  Wendell  B. 
Mendenhall,  chairman  of  the 
Church  Building  Committee  re- 
ports that  the  New  Zealand 
Temple  construction  is  moving 
rapidly.  He  anticipates  that  by 
January  of  1958  the  temple  and 
main  buildings  of  the  college  will 
be  finished.  He  declared  that 
he  had  seldom  seen  such  a 
manifestation  of  the  faith  and 
devotion  of  the  people  as  those 
who  laboured  on  the  construc- 
tion of  those  two  edifices. 

CHART  SHOWS  1,100  YEARS 
OF  GENEALOGY:  A  Utah 
County  man  and  wife  have  made 
family  records  tracing  then- 
ancestry  back  almost  1,100  years. 
Elder  O.  C.  Day  and  his*  wife 
live  in  Highland.  They  have 
spent  many  years  compiling 
their  history.  The  valuable 
records  were  almost  destroyed 
two  years  ago  when  the  Day 
home  was  razed  by  fire.  Having 
only  a  few  seconds  in  which  to 
decide  what  to  save  from  the 
home,  Elder  and  Mrs.  Day 
"rescued"  the  genealogical 
records  and  their  temple 
clothing. 

INDIANS  ENJOY  GOLD- 
GREEN  BALL  IN  D3AHO:  The 
first  Gold  and  Green  ball  ever 
presented  for  the  Indian  mem- 
bers and  friends  in  this  area  was 
held  March  9,  with  representa- 
tives from  our  four  communities 
in  Southern  Idaho  and  Northern 
Utah  Dresent.  A  total  of  416 
attended. 
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Los  Angeles  Temple 


by  EDWARD  O.  ANDERSON 

Temple  Architect 

11  ...  in  the  process  of  time  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific  may  yet  be  over-looked  from  the 
tempk  of  the  Lord." 

This  Message,  which  contains  a  note  ol 
prophecy,  was  part  of  an  inspiring  and  en- 
couraging epistle  sent  from  Brigham  Young 
and  Willard  Richards  from  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  in  August,  1847,  to  the  Saints  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

One  hundred  yean  later,  as  the  Los  Angeles 
Temple  nears  completion,  the  Saints  on  "the 
shores  of  the  Pacific*1  have  every  reason  for 
rejoicing.  Their  prayers  have  been  answered. 
Their  labours  have  been  rewarded.  Their  sac- 
rifices have  borne  fruit. 

Situated  on  a  prominent  hill  near  Westwood 
Village,  Los  Angeles,  California,  just  five 
miles  from  the  ocean,  the  temple  has  already 
become  a  landmark.  Because  of  its  location 
and  height  (the  spire  is  257  feet  above  the  first 
floor)  it  can  be  seen  from  such  distant  points 
as  San  Pedro.  Catalina  Island,  and  from  ships 
twenty-five  miles  out  to  sea. 

City  officials,  architects,  builders,  local 
residents,  and  tourists  have  been  loud  in  their 
praise  of  the  excellence  of  the  structure  and 
the  striking  beauty  of  the  building  and  the 
grounds. 

The  prayer  of  the  architect  from  the  be- 
ginning has  been  that  the  same  spirit  that 
guided  the  builders  of  the  temples  and  the 
Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Church  be  imparted  to  this  project  and  that 
this  temple  might  express  in  appearance  the 
spiritual  work  tC  be  carried  on  within  it  and 
at  the  same  time  be  i  --anged  so  as  to  give 
comfort  and  ease  of  operation. 

Title  to  the  property  which  includes  24.23 
acres,  was  obtained  by  the  Church  in  March. 
1937,  from  Harold  Lloyd  of  motion  picture 
fame.  The  temple  site  n->w  includes  thirteen 
acres  of  the  original  ploi.  The  rest  o(  the 
ground  is  occupied  by  a  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion, a  heating  plant,  the  California  Mission 
home,  and  the  Westwood  Ward  chapel. 

As  much  time  was  required  to  build  the 
structure  on  paper  as  was  needed  to  build  it 
with  concrete  and  stone.     The  former  board 
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taken  from  the 
Improvement  Era 

ol  temple  architects  began  making  sketches 
the  same  \ear  that  the  pi  open  >  v.  as  pUTCi 
for  a  building  which  would  accommodate  a 
company  of  two  hundred  person-.  I 
plans  were  completed,  the  work  was  stopped 
b>  World  Wat  II.  Alter  the  war,  zoning 
problems  caused  further  delays.  I  hen,  in 
January,  1949,  the  Church  architect  w.is  noti- 
fied by  the  I  ust  Presidency  thai  he  had 

appointed  sole  architect  to  the  temple  Ik- 
was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  lor  I  larger 
temple,  one  which  would  accommodate  I 
pany  of  three  hundred  persons,  equal  to  the 
Sail  lake  lemple  in  si/e.  and  10  add  an 
assembly  room  on  the  top  floor. 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  were  held  on 
September  11.  1951,  St  mid-day.  Ell 
were  directed  b\  President  David  <>  M( 
Appropriate  remarks  were  made  b>  President 
McKay,  his  counsellors.  Stephen  L  Richards 
and  J.  Reuben  C  lark.  Jr..  President  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  representing  the  Council  of  the 
twelve  Apostles;  Presiding  Bishop  LeOrand 
Richards,  and  Ma\or  I  letcher  Bowron  of  the 
City  of  Lofl  Angeles. 

Following   the    ceremorn     Preside: 

offered  the  prayer,  dedicating  the  ground  in 

the  name  of  the  Lord  as  a  place  upon  which 
a  temple  should  stand. 

B)   July  7.  1952,    plans   and    specifications 

had  been  fully  prepared,  a  permit  to  build  the 
temple  had  been  issued  by  the  Los  Angeles 
building  department  and  construction  work 
was  read)   to  begin. 

Soren  N    Jacobsen  was  called  by  the  Church 
to   supervise  the  construction,   and  his   • 
manship  has  brought  great  praise  from  many 
sources 

The  Saints  in  the  temple  area  meanwhile 
had  not  been  idle.  I  he  ta»k  of  raising  a  mil- 
lion dollars  seemed  like  I  tremendous  project, 
but  the  people  never  hesitated  On  I  ebruary 
I.  1952,  stake  presidencies,  high  council  mem- 
bars,  patriarchs,  and  bishoprics,  and  their 
wives,   along  with  rcpu 

forma  Mission,  met  in  the  South  Los  A.igclcs 
Stake  Center  at  Huntington  Park  to  lauu  h  the 
campaign  .j-Kjchj,  stake     president     made    a 
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pledge  for  his  stake,  and  throughout  the  area 
ward  and  stake  leaders  showed  the  way  by 
being  the  first  to  make  contributions  and 
pledges. 

People  were  asked  to  contribute  what  they 
considered  to  be  their  fair  share  of  the  total. 
The  response  was  immediate  and  overwhelm- 
ing. At  April  conference  in  1952,  stake  presi- 
dents reported  to  the  First  Presidency  that  they 
had  received  money  and  pledges,  not  for 
$1,000,000,  but  for  $1,648,613.17! 

Stories  of  sacrifices  and  devotion  beyond 
the  call  of  duty  are  legion.  Small  children 
drained  their  savings  banks  and  give  up  their 
allowances  so  they  could  help  build  the  temple. 
Teen-agers  by  the  thousands  gave  generously, 
often  going  without  other  things  they  wanted 
and  needed.  Some  families  put  off  home  im- 
provements; others  decided  to  drive  the  old 
car  a  few  more  years;  still  others  contributed 
their  vacation  money  to  the  cause. 

By  early  August  of  1955  the  stakes  and  mis- 
sions had  given  to  the  Church  in  excess  of 
$1,300,000  with  the  promise  that  before  the 
temple  is  dedicated  they  would  contribute  the 
full  amount  of  their  pledge.  Stake  presidents 
have  reported  that  the  project  has  been  faith- 
promoting  and  testimony-building,  an  ex- 
perience that  none  who  has  participated  will 
forget.  Peace  and  happiness  have  come  to  all 
as  a  result  of  having  the  opportunity  to  help 
build  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

It  was  a  joyous  day  in  August,  1952,  when 
heavy  equipment  moved  onto  the  site,  and 
excavation  was  begun.  An  idea  of  the  size  of 
the  undertaking  can  be  had  from  the  follow- 
ing figures: 

The  temple  is  364  feet  wide  and  241  feet 
deep  and  contain  190,614  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  or  approximately  four  and  one  half 
acres.  Some  90,258  sacks  of  cement  were 
used  in  the  project,  and  16,050  cubic  yards  of 
concrete  were  poured.  The  dept  of  the  con- 
crete foundations  is  24  feet,  and  the  over-all 
height  of  the  building  including  the  tower  is 
257  feet  8^  inches.  The  tower  extends  151 
feet  81  inches  above  the  roof. 

The  temple  contains  ninety  rooms.  Each  of 
the  ordinance  rooms,  which  are  on  the  second 
floor,  has  a  capacity  of  300  persons.  The 
chapel,  in  the  southwest  wing  seats  380,  while 
the  dining  room  in  the  southeast  wing  will 
accommodate  300.  The  largest  room  in  the 
building  is  the  assembly  room,  which  occupies 
most  of  the  third  floor.  It  ii  257  feet  long,  76 
feet  7  inches  wide,  34  feet  high,  and  will  seat 
2,600  persons. 

The  electrical  capacity  of  the  temple  is  suffi- 
cient to  light  1,000  five-room  residences.  There 


are  in  the  building  approximately  16,500  feet 
(nearly  three  and  one-half  miles)  of  fluorescent 
tubing,  with  38  miles  of  cable  and  wire,  and 
52  lighting  panels. 

Built  of  reinforced  concrete  and  structural 
steel  the  building  is  fire-proof  and  quake- 
resistant.  The  exterior  is  covered  with 
146,000  square  feet  of  Mo-Sai  stone  facing  of 
crushed  quartz  and  white  Portland  cement 
quarried  in  Utah  and  Nevada.  Each  stone  is 
eight  by  seven  feet  in  size  and  2\  inches  thick, 
weighing  approximately  1600  pounds.  The 
stones  are  fastened  to  the  concrete  wall  with 
bolts  and  concrete  grout.  The  wainscot 
around  the  exterior  of  the  temple  is  of  Rock- 
ville  granite  from  Cold  Springs,  Minnesota. 
Exterior  stair  treads  are  solid  granite. 

The  building  exterior  was  designed  to  with- 
stand the  wear  and  tear  of  the  elements.  The 
quartz  of  the  cast  stone  and  the  quartz  in  the 
granite  are  in  harmony  and  each  gives  the 
same  life  to  the  wall  surface  in  daylight;  they 
sparkle  in  the  sunshine,  and  glow  in  the  flood- 
lights at  night.  The  surface  is  also  self-clean- 
ing. 

The  statue  of  the  Angel  Moroni  which  sur- 
mounts the  tower  is  the  creation  of  Millard  F. 
Malin.  The  cast  aluminium  statue,  which 
weighs  2100  pounds  and  is  15  feet  5\  inches 
tall  is  covered  with  gold  leaf.  The  trumpet  in 
the  hands  of  the  angel  is  eight  feet  long.  While 
the  building  itself  faces  southeast,  the  statue 
faces  east. 

The  stone  grilles  over  the  windows  not 
only  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  building  but  also 
serve  to  cut  down  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  at 
the  same  time  emitting  a  maximum  amount  of 
light.  All  materials  used  have  been  selected 
to  withstand  wear  and  to  cut  down  cost  of 
maintenance.  Eight  types  of  marble,  quarried 
in  Vermont,  Tennessee,  Italy,  and  France, 
adorn  the  inside  of  the  building.  High-grade 
carpets  and  tile  are  used  on  the  floors. 
Vinylized  fabric  and  mosaic  tile  cover  many 
of  the  walls. 

The  baptismal  font,  which  is  supported  by 
twelve  bronze  oxen  modeled  by  Sculptor 
Millard  F.  Malin,  is  a  fine  piece  of  workman- 
ship in  stainless  steel.  A  mural  on  the  wall  of 
the  baptistry  depicting  the  baptism  of  the 
Saviour  by  John  the  Baptist  in  the  River 
Jordan  with  the  Mount  of  Temptation  in  the 
background  was  painted  by  Joseph  Gibby  of 
Los  Angeles  (formerly  of  Ogden,  Utah). 

The  murals  in  the  ordinance  rooms  are 
brilliantly  executed,  and  startling  in  their 
effect.  Artist  Harris  Weberg  of  Ogden  who 
has  painted  murals  in  the  Idaho  Falls  temple 
depicts  the  creation  of  the  earth  in  the  oval 
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elation  room.  Edward  Grigware,  of  Cody. 
Wyoming,  has  created  unbelievably  beautiful 
scenes  on  the  walls  of  the  garden  room.  Here 
planting  areas  Idled  with  potted  flowers  and 
plants,   along   with    marble     trim     throughout. 

blend  harmoniously  with  the  murals. 

The  world  room  shows  AdtiB  and  Fve  leav- 
ing the  Garden  Of  Eden  entering  the  lone 
and  dreary  world.  The  artist.  Robert  I 
Shepherd,  formerly  bishop  of  Winder  Ward  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  has  Indeed  captured  the  stark 
hut  enchanting  beauty  of  the  deserts  in  his 
painting!  He  has  also  done  work  in  the  Idaho 
Falls  and  Manti  temples 

The  terrestrial  room  has  been  planned  lor 
peace  and  comfort  with  subdued  colours  and 
furnishings.  I  his  arrangement  helps  to  accent 
further  the  lovely  brilliance  of  the  celestial 
room  where  the  walls  were  decorated  by 
Mfred  Lippold  and  his  workers  under  the 
direction  of  Edward  Cirigware.  As  elsewhere 
in  the  temple,  the  furnishings  for  the  room 
were  fashioned  by  the  architect,  and  the  car- 
pels, draperies,  and  upholsterv  material  were 
especially  designed  or  selected  for  the  room, 
and  blend  into  a  symphony  of  indescribable 
beauty.  The  sealing  rooms  are  equally  lovely. 
The  story  of  the  landscaping  of  the  temple 
grounds  is  intriguing,  but  can  be  told  only 
briefly  here.  Long  before  the  building  itself 
was  completed  approximately  four  acres  of 
lawn  was  put  in.  some  twelve  species  of  trees 
(several  do/en  individual  trees  in  all)  were 
transplanted,  and  ornamental  plants  a, id 
shrubs  and  (lowers  were  placed.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  many  of  the  trees,  some  of 
which  extend  SO  feet  into  the  air,  have  not 
been  growing  on  the  grounds  for  many  years. 

Twenty-two  Specimen  Olive  trees  line  the 
two  walks  leading  up  to  the  building  from 
Santa  Monica  Boulevard.  This  is  a  favourite 
and  ornamental  tree  in  Southern  California 
and  was  selected  because  of  its  interesting 
multiple  branching  and  because  it  is  easfl) 
adapted  to  domestic  use.  These  trees  (which 
are  35  to  -4s  feet  wide  and  35  feet  tall)  were 
secured  in  the  I  a  Muada  area,  thirty  miles 
from  the  temple,  and  hauled  in  at  night  under 
special   permits  because  of  the  great  width. 

About  two  dozen  Canary  Island  Pine  trees 
also  adorn  the  grounds.  Two  of  the  largest  are 
■event)  feet  tall.  One  of  these  was  boxed  in 
a  nine  foot  box  about  one-half  mile  from  the 
temple  and  left  for  three  months  to  become 
established  before  it  was  moved  to  the  temple 
ground.  The  tree  and  soil  weighed  about  17 
tons. 

Also  planted  on  the  grounds  arc  three 
varieties  of  palm  trees,  bird  of  paradise  trees, 
fern  trees,  coast  Redwoods,  liquid  amber  trees 
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coral  tree      ,nd     i   lidenn  I 
rate  Chinese  (nnkgo  trees. 

Two  rock  gardens,  i  reflection  pool,  a  rose 
garden  (Mia  Mud  roses  contributed  by 
Mutual    girls    o\    t: 

add  to  the  beaut)  of  the  grounds  Shrubs 
planted  in  larger  boxes  00  top  of  the  wings 
of  the  building  draw  much  comment  M 
than  two  carloads  of  peat  moss,  and  o\er  600 
tons  of  fertilizer  were  used  in  preparing  the 
grounds 

I  he   reaction   o!    men    who   ha  I  I    on 

the    project    is    worthy    of    note       I  ach 
work   was  started  with  praver.  and  in  sp; 
all  the  activity  of  construction  a  spirit  of  peace 
seemed  to  permeate  the  grounds 

I  anulies  of  at  least  three  of  the  men  who 
worked  on  the  building  have  joined  the 
Church  and  a  number  of  families  of  other 
workmen  arc  seriously  investigating  Om 
non-member  sent  his  son  on  a  mission  after  he 
started  working  on  the  huilding  When  the 
son   returned    he   baptized    his   father    into  the 

Church. 

Not  onl>  will  the  work  oi  the  Lord  be  car 
ned  on  within  the  building,  but  the  chances 
for  missionary  work  among  the  living  because 
of  the  structure  are  great  Since  the  Bureau 
Of  Information  was  opened  last  March  there 
have  been  over  55,600  visitors  during  the 
work-day  hours  M.m\  of  them,  driving 
along  Santa  Monica  Houle\ard  ha\e  reported 
that  they  were  so  startled  and  impressed  with 
the  magnitude  and  hcaut\  of  the  building  and 
grounds  that  they  could  not  resist  stopping  to 
inquire  about  the  building. 

The    following    report    is   typical       President 
Williams   explained  something   of  the  purpose 
of  the   temple  to  a    \isitor  from   Nen    Zc aland 
and   her  American   friend      After  the  tw,. 
been  left  alone  for  a  lew   moments  the> 
approached      President      Williams      and      the 
American  woman   vml.   "What   \ou  ha\e  been 
telling  us  gives  us  gOOSe  pimples      It  is  so  dif- 
ferent  from   anything   we    haw  heard 
before.     Mj   friend  s.(\s  she  is  go- 
your  Church." 

"Yes."  the  New    Zealand  woman  re 
"this  is  so  much  greater  than  .mxthing  I  have 
heard      I    would   be   happ\    for    \our   mis- 
sionaries to  call  on  me  in  New  Zd  md  in  that 
I  might  learn   more  "      .  . 

Such,   in    brief,    is    the     II 
\  pie 

.  .  .  members  of  the  Church  throughout  the 
world  join   with  the  s.unts  in  tl  jrcle* 

Temple  area  in   t  |  to  our  Hcavcnlx 

Father  for  the    e  (  this    holy    house 

where  his  work  can  be  carried  on. 
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I  WAS  A  "DOUBTING  THOMAS" 


by   SISTER  ANITA    MILNE 


Among  my  earliest  recollections  are  those  of 
a  widowed  mother  who  was  always  busy;  of 
myself  being  dressed  in  my  Sunday  best  and 
going  off  to  Sunday  School;  and  of  attending 
"Band  of  Hope"  at  the  same  church.  Then 
for  a  time  we  moved  around  a  bit  and  I  did 
not  attend  any  church. 

In  my  fourteenth  year  I  went  with  a  friend 
to  her  Sunday  School  and  was  put  in  the 
senior  class.  After  a  few  months  I  was  asked 
to  teach.  I  was  very  happy  about  this.  I 
taught  Sunday  School  and  sang  in  the  choir 
in  this  church  until  I  married  in  1930.  We 
then  went  to  live  in  Mafeking,  where  thirteen 
months  later  our  eldest  son  was  born,  and 
was  christened  in  the  church  we  were  attend- 
ing at  the  time.  After  four  and  a  half  years 
we  moved  to  Benoni  in  the  Transvaal  where 
our  youngest  son  was  born  and  here  in  Janu- 
ary, 1935,  my  mother  passed  away.  During 
this  time  I  felt  a  spiritual  need. 

The  following  year  we  moved  to  Durban 
and  then  to  Malvern  a  few  miles  out  of 
Durban.  I  was  asked  to  take  a  Sunday  School 
class  in  a  church  there.  This  I  enjoyed  doing 
until  I  became  ill  and  was  told  by  the  doctor 
to  return  to  the  Rand.  This  we  did  in  1939 
and  the  following  year  my  husband  joined  the 
armed  forces  as  did  my  young  nephews.  What 
an  anxious  time  this  was.  Continually  the 
boys  and  I  prayed  for  our  Daddy  and  my 
nephews  with  whom  I  had  grown  up.  All 
of  these  loved  ones  returned  to  us,  even  one 
nephew  whom  we  mourned  as  dead  for 
months.  How  true  it  is  that  God  does  answer 
prayers.  At  the  time  my  husband  enlisted  I 
was  asked  to  teach  Sunday  School  in  a  church 
in  Turffontein.  My  need  of  something  deep 
and  more  than  I  had  was  still  with  me  and  as 
well  as  teaching  I  was  junior  choir  mistress 
for  five  years.  Religion  and  church  work 
have  always  meant  much  to  me.  Yet,  I  was 
always  seeking  and  desiring  something  more. 
Mormonism  was,  of  course,  a  closed  book  as 
yet. 

Then  came  a  nervous  illness  and  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  the  Sunday  School  Secretary  say- 
ing that  I  was  to  have  six  months'  leave.  How- 
ever, there  was  no  returning  to  the  church.  The 
following  Januarv  two  voune  men  knocked 
on  the  door  and  introduced  themselves  as 
Elders  Wilding  and  Leavitt,  missionaries  of 
the    Church    of   Jesus    Christ    of    Latter-day 


Anita  Milne 

Saints.  I  will  never  forget  them  or  that  day. 
That  day,  although  not  known  at  the  time, 
was  the  beginning  of  something  wonderfully 
new  and  big.  I  explained  to  these  young  men 
that  we  were  going  on  leave  the  next  day  and 
sure  enough  on  the  day  we  arrived  back  home 
they  called  on  us.  Now  began  a  time  of  prayer. 

Was  Mormonism  right? or  should  we  stay 

in  the  old  church?  There  was  also  a  mother's 
concern  for  her  sons  and  I  too  wanted  that 
which  was  right.  So  I  prayed,  not  for  Mor- 
monism, nor  for  the  church  which  we  had 
attended,  but  that  the  Lord  would  guide  us  to 
that  which  was  right.  So  things  went  on,  the 
elders  of  the  district  called  every  week  and  I 
continued  thinking  and  praying,  particularly 
for  our  boys.  My  problem  was  not  so  much 
that  which  is  a  stumbling  block  to  so  many, 
polygamy,  although  I  did  think  of  it,  but  I 
wondered  how  Joseph  Smith,  this  humble  boy. 
could  be  a  prophet  of  God.  Then  our  eldest 
boy  was  baptized.  Surely  I  should  have  known 
then  that  this  was  the  Lord's  Church.  Had  I 
not  asked  that  our  boys  should  find  that  which 
is  right  and  true?  No,  "Thomas"  that  I  was,  I 
still  doubted.  Then  the  younger  boy  was  bap- 
tized into  the  Church,  but  I  was  still  sceptical 
of  this  new  religion.  All  this  time  the  boys 
were  attending  Ramah,  but  my  husband  and  I 
went  only  at  times. 

Then  we  moved  to  Bloemfontein  where  the 
elders  called  on  us,  as  did  the  Relief  Society 
President.  Not  long  after  this  I  became  a  Re- 
lief Society  member.  The  elders  visited  us 
every  month,  and  how  grateful  I  am  for  the 

(Continued  on  page  63) 
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REJOICES  t*  III  III!  mo  \  or 

l.a.  ti:mi»i  i: 

taken  from  the  Church  Nihs 


One  ol    the    greatest    religious    events    ol 

modern    limes    culminated     Wednesday     after 
noon   (March    14)  with   the   close   of  the    Anal 
session  oi  dedicatory  services  for  the  new  Los 
Angeles  Temple. 

For  four  days,  twice  dailv  since  Sunda\ 
morning.  President  David  O.  McKay,  beloved 
82-year-old  Prophet,  Seer  and  Revclator.  con- 
ducted dedicatory  services,  addressing  each 
session,  and  at  each  one  ottering  the  prayei 
dedicating  the  magnificent  new  structure  to 
die  I  ord  for  the  holy  ordinances  of  his  Church 
here  on  earth.  All  of  the  General  Authon 
ties  of  the  Church  and  heads  of  auxiliar> 
groups  and  most  board  members  were  in 
attendance  for  the  occasion,  as  well  as  thous 
ands  of  Church  members  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  With  a  capacity  for  each  session  of 
about  6,000.  it  is  estimated  close  to  50,000 
witnessed  and  participated  in  the  eight  sessions 

It  was  an  unforgettable  experience  for  cver\ 
one  who  was  privileged  to  attend — an  ex- 
perience oi  deep  spirituality  and  solemnity.  It 
was  a  time  of  thanksgiving  and  rejoicing  in 
the  completion  and  consecration  of  the 
twelfth  and   largest    temple   to  be  built   by  the 

Church  in  tins  dispensation. 

It   was  the   story  of  a    great   Church    leadei 
whose  strength,  at  82,  was  equal  to  a  schedule 
of  speaking  and  praving  that   would   have   c\ 
haustcd  a  man  half  his  age. 

It  was  the  story  of  50,000  faithful,  sacritic- 
mg  Church  members  in  attendance  whose  joj 
at  this  culmination  oi  their  efforts  showed  on 
every  face. 

It  was  the  story  of  a  concentrated  course  in 
the  meaning  and  responsibilities  of  temple 
work  seldom  if  ever  before  given  on  such  a 
scale 

It   was   a   bigger,  grander  story   than    words 
can   express  or  than  anv  but   a   few   men  can 
comprehend,   for   few  witnessed    all    eight    MS 
sions  and  absorbed  the  total  impact. 

Temnle  work — its  history,  the  Christ-like  un- 
selfishness,  unity   and   love    involved    and    the 
purcness  of  heart  it  requires — this  was  the  kc\ 
note  of  the  four  days  of  worship. 

President  McKay,  in   opening  the   first  ses 


sion.   set   the    lore    ol     the    dedk 
when   he  said 

"Perhaps  the  most    appreciative    feeling    I 
have  now  oi  eva    shall    ■ssociate    «nh    this 

temple  is  tor  the  faith,  the  lov.div  and  the 
devotion   Of  the   people   Of    this  temple  district 

in  then   voluntary   contributions  of  i  million. 

six  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  tO 
their  efforts  tO  build  needed  chapels  during  this 
same  period.*'  he  declared 

"There   are    man\    in     the     unseen     audi. 
who   are   reioicmg    today,*'     President     M 
said,    "because    of    their    vision     of     and     their 
work   toward  the  building  of  I  temple  in  this 

area.*1 

He  mentioned  first  three  men  "whose  names 

will  ever  be  associated  with  the  earl)    '• 
nings  of  this  temple,  whose  hearts  arc  full  of 
rejoicing  at  these  mcssac.es  ,md  for  this  event 
ful  dedication      Thev    arc  not  occupvmg 
in   any   of   the  rooms,  but    I   am   sure  lhe\    111 
with  us  in  spirit  " 

l  us!    of    these    was    President    Heba     J 

Grant    who   announced    at    I     meeting     of     the 

First  Presidency  on  \pni  17,  1920,  thai  hi 

selected    a    site  on   which   to  erect    a   temple  in 

Southern  California 
The  other  two  weu-   Preston   D    Rid 

and    David    P     Howells.    who   handled    ne. 
lions    which    within    I    month    had    trans- 
ude of  the  site    in    Westwood    above    5 

Monica    \\cnuc  to  the  (  hurch 

"The     Prophet     Joseph     Smith     and 
(hurch    leaders    associated    with   him   BTC 
reioicinc  this  morning."  President  McKay  con 
tinned       'It  was  through   the  Prophet  that  the 

I  ord  said,  'Mj  people  emnanded 

tO  buiM  a  holv   house  to  \1\   name  '     I  am  sure 
he   is   rejoicing   tO  ICC    this,  the  twelfth   temple 
erected    in   a    little  OVCff   I  Century,    I   hoOJ 
prayer,   I     house     oi     inspiration.    I     pUM 
spiritual  communion,  a  ho'  th.  S  house 

of  clor\.  truls   I  house  oi  I 

President   McKa)  also  told  how.  r 
1847.   Brighaifl    Voting   wrote   to  the   saints   m 

California  arho  had  cone  around  the  Horn 
with  Samuel  Br.mnan.  how  he  prophesied  at 
that    time   that   "in   the   process    of    time    the 
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shores  of  the  Pacific  may  yet  be  overlooked 
by  a  temple  of  the  Lord." 

President  Brigham  Young  is  also  rejoicing 
and  others  with  him,  he  said. 

In  conclusion  President  McKay  said,  "A 
million  and  half  members  of  the  Church  are 
rejoicing  at  the  completion  of  this  magnificent 
edifice,  and  the  eyes  of  other  millions  are 
turned  towards  this  great   event. 

"When  we  speak  of  the  building  in  grati- 
tude and  admiration  we  find  that  only  super- 
latives will  serve  to  express  our  feelings.  For 
example,  it  is  the  largest  temple  ever  built  by 
the  Church;  second,  the  greatest  number  in 
attendance  at  the  dedicatory  services — an  esti- 
mated 6,000  this  morning  and  an  anticipated 
50,000  during  the  period;  third,  the  largest 
number  that  were  ever  permitted  to  make  a 
pre-dedicatory  visit — 662,401  persons  between 
December  18  and  February  19;  and  fourth,  the 
largest  contribution  ever  given  by  members  in 
a  temple  area.  Well,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning, 
brethren  and  sisters,  all  these  congratulatory 
messages,  all  the  words  of  commendation,  all 
the  magnificence  and  glory  of  this  sacred 
edifice,  the  inspiration  of  these  memorable 
dedicatory  services,  only  combine  to  increase 
the  responsibility  of  every  member  of  the 
Church,  the  responsibility  ever  to  remember 
that  it  is  not  everyone  who  'saith  unto  me, 
Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.' "  (Matthews  7:21.) 

Presidents  Stephen  L.  Richards  and  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  of  the  First  Presidency, 
and  President  William  Noble  Waite  of  South 
Los  Angeles  Stake,  chairman  of  the  temple 
committee  for  the  past  four  years,  were  the 
(Other  speakers  at  the  session  that  opened  the 
dedication  services.  The  other  General 
Authorities  spoke,  along  with  President 
McKay,  in  the  following  seven  sessions. 

President  Richards'  sermon  was  a  discourse 
on  the  purposes  of  temple  work.  President 
Richards  emphasized  the  incomparable  bless- 
ings the  new  temple  offers  and  the  grave  obliga- 
tions it  places  upon  the  Latter-day  Saints.  Con- 
cerning the  latter  he  said: 

"It  is  needless  to  say  that  our  appreciation 
becomes  real  and  genuine  not  alone  by  the 
touching  of  our  feelings  and  emotions,  but  by 
resolutions — resolutions  arising  out  of  grati- 
tude, deep  conviction  and  firmness  of  purpose. 
I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  two  specific 
resolutions  which,  I  am  sure,  if  sincere,  will 
be  trulv  indicative  of  our  appreciation  and 
gratitude  and  acceptable  and  gratifying  to  our 
Lord  (to  whom  this  day  we  dedicate  this 
House). 


"The  first  is  to  honour  his  Priesthood,  which 
in  His  grace  and  mercy  He  has  restored  to 
men  in  the  earth  in  the  fullness  of  the  Gospel. 
This  is  a  precious  gift  from  Him.  Just  as  God 
the  Eternal  Father  gave  his  Only  Begotten 
Son  for  the  redemption  of  mankind,  so  did 
the  Son,  our  Elder  Brother  and  our  Lord,  give 
to  His  fellow  servants  of  the  Last  Dispensa- 
tion the  princely  gift  that  was  His  only  to  give 
— the  Priesthood  of  God,  the  essential 
authority  and  power  to  speak  for  the  Lord  in 
His  name. 

"Without  the  delegation  of  that  power  we 
would  not  be  here  today.  There  would  be  no 
temples  among  our  people,  and  it  is  signifi- 
cant that  there  are  no  temples  among  the 
great  Christian  populations  of  the  earth  other 
than  ourselves,  because  there  is  no  authentic 
Priesthood  among  them.  Herein  lies  the  most 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Lord's 
latter-day  work. 

"I  appeal  to  my  brethren — men  and  boys — 
to  ponder  for  a  moment  the  marvellous  nature 
of  this  divine  gift.  Remember  the  initial 
words  used  in  the  first  Restoration:  'Upon  you, 
my  fellow  servants.'  Do  not  these  words  imply, 
not  only  a  sharing  of  this  holy  power  with  the 
authorized  agent  of  our  Lord,  but  with  the 
Lord  himself?  We  do  not  have  record  of  the 
exact  words  used  in  ordination  in  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  but  I 
think  we  may  safely  assume  that  there  are 
similar  indications  of  sharine  the  powers  of 
that  Priesthood  with  the  angelic  ministers  who 
bestowed  it,  and  with  the  Lord  from  whom  it 
came.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  the  investiture 
of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  almost  more  than  any- 
thing else,  confirms  our  partnership  with  the 
Lord  in  the  establishment  of  His  Kingdom. 
It  was  most  gracious  of  Him  to  have  our  pro- 
genitors from  whom  the  Priesthood  descends 
to  us  addressed  as  'my  fellow  servants.' 

"Oh,  my  brethren,"  President  Richards  con- 
tinued, "may  we  not  here  resolve  on  this  day 
of  dedication  that  we  shall  more  perfectly 
honour  the  Holy  Priesthood  which  we  are  per- 
mitted to  bear,  and  truly  be  'fellow  servants' 
with  Him  who  gave  it  to  us. 

"Here  is  a  majestic  temple,  whose  chief  and 
ultimate  purpose  is  to  create  and  preserve  en- 
during family  relationship  through  celestial 
marriage.  Is  not  that  true  both  for  the  living 
as  well  as  the  dead?  Without  the  temples  we 
could  baptize  and  confirm  members  in  the 
Church  of  Christ.  Conceivably  they  could 
enjoy  many  of  the  advantages  in  our  divinely 
appointed  society  and  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  thev  have  been  properly  initiated 
into  His  fold,    Without  the  temples,  however, 


April,    1956. 


CUMORAll'S  Sum  Hi  RN    MI     SENGER 


57 


they  could  not  come  to  the  highest  rewards 
and  stations  which  the  Lord  ha  prepired  foi 
those  who  are  faithful  and  true.  They  could 
not  come  to  perfection  of  life.  Th.it  perfec- 
tion may  be  achieved  fully  only  through 
temple  marriage,  through  which  we  may  most 
nearly  approach  the  status  of  the  Lord  Him- 
self." 

President  (lark  traced  the  history  of  temples, 
distinguishing  between  those  of  ancient  Israel 
and  those  built  in  the  fullness  of  time.  The 
following  quotes  from  the  text  of  the  address 
of  President  (lark  at  the  opening  session  o! 
the  dedicatory  services  should  help  all  of  us 
to  better  understand  and  appreciate  our 
temples  and  the  work  performed  in  them. 

"But  I  want  to  say  something  more  particu 
larly  about  our  temples       I  he   last   Dispensa- 
tion   is   a    Dispensation     of    temple     building, 
temple  building  in  a  peculiar  seise  that  did  not 
exist  apparently,  prior  to  this  Dispensation. 

"This  is  a  great  temple  building  era.  And  I 
have  been  led  to  reflect  that  the  temples  which 
we  are  building  are  different  from  the  temples 
which  were  built  in  the  da\s  of  Israel.  The 
records  seem  to  indicate  that  the  lord  was 
prepared  to  build  temples  ;is  we  know  them, 
or  at  least  for  the  purpose  about  which  we 
know,  in  the  time  of  Moses,  but  the  children 
of  Israel  were  not  prepared  to  accept  and  so 
he  took  from  Israel  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood, with  which  he  was  prepared  to  endow 
them.  And  the  great  blessings  which  we  enjoy 
in  this  temple  are  in  great  part  blessings  which 
come  from  the  exercise  of  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  powers. 

"In  those  early  temples  in  the  days  of  Israel. 
they  brought  their  sacrifices  and  so  atoned  for 
deliberate  sins,  sins  that  were  committed  'pre 
sumptuously. '  these  deliberate  sins  were  left 
for  adjustment  between  the  sinner  and  the 
Lord.  In  those  days  they  came  to  the  temple 
to  make  their  sacrifices  and  to  get  rid  of  their 
sins,  to  get  forgiveness  therefor  But  that  is 
not  the  case  today  with  us.  At  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  Saviour,  as  you  know,  the  Mosaic 
Law  was  fulfilled  and  as  one  of  the  signs  o\ 
the  fulfillment. ^thc  temple  curtain  dividing  the 
Holv  of  Holies  from  the  Hol\  Place  was  rent 
asunder  so  exposing  the  Holy  of  Holies  to  the 
public  view.  Thcretofor  none  but  the  High 
Priests  went  into  the  Hol\  of  Holies:  it  w  is 
hidden  not  only  from  the  people  but  from  the 
priests.     It  was  the  holiest  place  in  the  Temole 

I  repeat,  the  people  went  to  the  temnle  to  offer 
sacrifices  for  their  sins  and  to  obtain  forgive- 
ness. 

"Now.  after  the  atonement  of  the  Saviour. 
we  brine  as  our  sacrifices  to  the  temple  a 
broken  heart   and  a  contrite    spirit    and    we 


come  into  the  temples  with  that  preparation 
W  e  are      ot  ire  forgiveness  for  our 

miis      Wc    are   here    basing   forsaken   our   sim 
with    resultant    forgiveness   .md   in   I    sp> 
deep  humility,  hung  i  life  of  righii 

WC  are  here   tO  i.\o  I  he   w,>;k   which   is  dime  in 
these  temples  and  to  do  which  the  Lord  com- 
led 

'It  has  seemed  to  me  thai  WC  ought  to  know 

things,    that    we    ought    to    apprec 

them,    because    sometimes    wc    t  m    to 

believe  that   people  come  to  the  temple  think 
me   the)    gain    therein  I  ness     of    ihcir 

sins.     Forgiveness  ihould  precede   our   cntr\ 

into  the  temple    it  b  not    i  result  there 

"We  are  here  fOf  blessings,  .old  we  gel  bless- 
ings here,  great   blessings       W  e  cOflM    ben 
enjoy  the  operation   and  the  conferring  of  the 
sealing  power,  I  power  which  the  Savioill 
ferred    upon    his    disciples    while     he    w.is     m 
Palestine,  but   ■   power  which   the\    seem 

to  have  lost  and  perhaps  not  to  have  under 

stood      \\ '.'    IK   here  lor  blessings    We  wt 
hung  are  here  for  the  prime  pi.  being 

sealed  to  our  wives  .md  it  Deceeeen   to  our 

children,   to      ecure    the     blessing    of     eternal 
union,  of  eternal  progress,  m  .i  Family   Ufa  that 

lasts  through  all  eternity      rhal    is   why 
come  to  the  temple  for  oui  own  eaki 

"Then    beyond    that    we   come    here   to 

those  who  have  gone  before,  lust  to  be  bap 

ti/ed   for  them,  that   the\    ma\    enter   into  the 
(  elestial    world.      Then 

Waled    tor   them.   ucarious|\        It    ihc\    accept 
we  having  done  this  work   for  them.  lhe>.  like 
Ourselves,    go  through   the   eternities    io  O 
united  in  families,  to  the  exaltations  th.it 
the  righteous      What  noble- 
Led  in? 
"We  are    DOt    worshipped   ol 

v.     ire  vicariously  their  saviours     l  he  count- 
less billions  uho  have  gone  before  will   in  due 

have  the  opportunity  to  reap  hereafter  the 
blessings  which  we  confer  upon  them  here 
Ibis   is    the  most   glon  pt   oi    its   kind 

thai  has  ever  come  to  the  earth     We  ire  in 

dc<.\\    savioUS    upon     MoUfll     /ion        It    is    our 

obligation  to  an  forward   in  tl 

with  which  we  have  been  charged 

"Indeed,  we  have  no  atternativi 

be  his   people      It  is  our  -olemn   obi 

brim:  the  blesf  eternal   union,  with  the 

resulting    promises,    upon    our 

have  gone  bet 

tidenl   W  the  efforts  of  the 

I 

their    pledge 

the  building  of  the  tcrv 

ontinued  on  page  Wi 
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DEPARTURES 


ELDER  LORIN  PICKETT 


ELDER  DONALD    SPENCER 


ELDER  JERRY  YOUNG 


ELDER  LYNN  WALKER 


Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett  of  Ogden,  Utah,  was 
honourably  released  March  28,  1956.  He  served 
in  the  East  Rand,  West  Rand,  and  Natal  Dis- 
tricts. 

Elder  Donald  G.  Spencer  of  Murray,  Utah, 
was  honourably  released  March  28,  1956.  He 
served  in  the  Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  Pre- 
toria, West  Rand,  and  Cape  Districts. 

Elder  Jerry  S.  Young  of  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho, 
was  honourably  released  March  28,  1956.  He 
served  in  the  West  Rand,  Bulawayo,  Cape,  East 
Rand,   and    Port   Elizabeth    Districts. 

Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker  of  Springville,  Utah, 
was  honourably  released  March  28,  1956.  He 
served  in  the  West  Rand,  East  Rand,  Pretoria, 
and  Natal  Districts  and  in  the  Mission  Office. 

TRANSFERS 


Name 

Elder  Alfred  A.  Paxman 
Elder  Nunham  G.  Stanford 
Elder  Grant  D.  Beazer 
Elder  H.  George  Frederickson 
Elder  Richard  R.  Olson 
Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford 
Elder  Arthur  W.  Hamilton 
Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor 
Elder  Bruce   Erickson. 
Elder     Ronald  P.  Duncan 
Elder  Reed  C.   Snow 


From 

To 

Date 

West  Rand 

Pretoria 

March 

13, 

1956. 

Pretoria 

West  Rand 

March 

13, 

1956. 

West  Rand 

Bloemfontein 

March 

19, 

1956. 

Bloemfontein 

West  Rand 

March 

20, 

1956. 

West  Rand 

East  Rand 

March 

20, 

1956. 

East  Rand 

Natal 

March 

20, 

1956. 

Natal 

East  Rand 

March 

21, 

1956. 

East  Rand 

East  London 

March 

21, 

1956. 

East  London 

Cape 

March 

23, 

1956. 

Port'  Elizabeth 

Cape 

March 

23, 

1956. 

Cape 

West  Rand 

March 

27. 

1956. 

APPOINTMENTS 


Elder  Richard  R.  Olson  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  East  Rand  District  on  March 
20,  1956. 

Elder  Norris  T.  Jackson  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Bloemfo'itein  District  on 
March  20,  1956. 

Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  was  appointed  Supervis- 
ing Elder  of  the  East  London  District  on  March 
23,   1956. 


Elder  Clyde  A.  Miller  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  District  on 
March  24,   1956. 

Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Natal  District  on  March  28, 
1956. 

Elder  Franklin  A.  Badger  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Pietermaritzburg 
Branch  on  March  28,  1956. 


April.    1956. 


LORAH'i     -■■       rHI 


^T^). 


riKTFRMARITZEl'RG    BRAN(  II 

Branch   President:  Elder  Franklin  A.  Badg. a 
c/o  Y.M.C.A..  Pietermarit/.burg. 
Reported   by  Joyce  Morrisscv 
On  the  4th  of  March  the  Relief  Society  con- 
ducted the  sacrament  service,  the  theme  of  the 
programme  being  "The  Road  to  Peace."  Brothci 
and   Sister   Human,   formerly   of   East   London, 
now  of  Estcourt  were  our  visitors  on  Fast  Sun- 
day.   It  was  wonderful  to  meet  with  them  and 
to  have  them  at  our  service  and  we  hope  that 
we  see  more  of  them  soon. 

A  farewell  party  was  held  for  Elder  Lorin  W 
Pickett,  who  sails  on  March  28th.  We  take  tins 
opportunity  to  thank  him  for  all  he  has  done 
for  the  Branch  here  in  Pietermaritzburtf  and 
ask  the  Lord  to  bless  him. 

EAST  LONDON    BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Alfred   J     Corrigan, 

10  Bamburgh   Road.  Stirling.  East   London. 

Reported   by   Rona    IMcGill. 
Apart  from  a  very  enjoyable  Braaivieis  organ 
ized  by  the  MIA.  and  held  at  Nohoon  Beach, 
no  special     activities     have    taken     place     thi 
month. 

The  Relief  Society  was  in  charge  of  the  even 
ing  service  on  the  4th  and  presented  a  very  in- 
spiring programme.  Sister  Darke  outlined  the 
activities  of  the  Relief  Society  and  the 
main  speakers  on  the  programme  were  Sisters 
Corrigan  nnd  McGill.  A  lovely  solo  was  ren- 
dered bv  Sister  Randall. 

Visitors  to  our  services  this  month  were  Sister 
Brummer   from     Pretoria    and    Brother     ! 
from  Durban, 

We  wont  to  thank  Elder  Erickson.  who  is  Leav- 
ing us.   for  all   he    ha.s  done  in   teaching  us  to 
"think  up"  both  in  our  singing  and  living. 
VFBLKOM  BRANCH 
Branch  Prrsident :  Elder  Farrell  R.  Monson. 
39  Montncue  Street     Bedelia    W^lkom 
Reported  by   Elder  Ray  Smith. 
The  Relief  Societv  presented  a  verv  enJO] 
and    inspiring   programme    durincr    the    evening 
serviee    of    the   4th.    with    the    S'nr'ivr    Mothers 
furnishintr  the  musical   talent.  supplemented  h\ 
the    caDable    tenor   voice    of     Brother     Andrew 
Robinson. 

Soturdnv     the      10th.      amidst       intern 
showers   the  Branch  held  a  braaivieis  at  Blauw- 
drift.     What  was  lacking   in   numbers   wis  re 
placed  by  a  wonderful  spirit  and  a  lot  of  fun 
making  the  outing  quite  successful 


Ramah's     loss     was     Welkoms     gam      with 
Brother    r.nd    Sister    Gordon    Dell,    and    son 
*om  on  the  1st  of  the 
month.     The  Welkom  Brand  to  them 

■me  and  I  of  fellowship 

m  NON1  lit  \N(  ll 
Branch  I  llnK 

\.  8th  Avenue  ide.  Bern: 

li.      \      (  li..rl:  ■ 

happy    to  into  the   Branch 

Brother  Arthur  Limn  ai 

•i.  w    • 

grow  In  the  <  '°  ** 

comp:  for  the  fine  programme 

sented  nn  March  4th 

lency   visit 

wonderful  time  was  had  who 

ded  our  Branch  Pa  latlons  go 

to     Broth  ert      Ardendorll      who      was 

and    to 
Brother  Kenni  Yates  on 

on  ol   their  man  '■'■     also  con- 

Ki-atulai'-  Mr    and  *'ho  had 

Lnfanl  boh  blessed 

POH  I    I  I  l/MW   I  H    Bl  UH  H 
Branch   President :   Clarence  D 
63  Heugh  Ro.  *Ul 

,,rt.<i  b]    Maigi    *  ii i 
Tlie  Relief  Socic-  •''.ring 

service  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  Sister  Jill 
Welch  conducted  the  service  and  a  little  choir 
consisting   of   the    Reh- ■:  ters.    pre- 

sented the  music      Another  tune  time  was  held 
night  In  aid  ol  the  Sunday  school 
funds.  Each  member  had  to  brim  ouiite 

or  record  along    Refreshments  were  served 
rds 
It   won't  be  kng   now  before  we  will  be  hold- 
ing our  services  in  the  new  chapel  and  we  are 
ting  that   day 
SPRINGS    I"'    VN'  H 
Branch  President:   H    de  C    H 
51  Athlone  Avenue.  Bpi 
Reported  bj  N.  C    \  "•  Wi 
The  Rel  v  took  charge  mng 

serviee  on  the  llth  and  81s<  *  Pre- 

sented a  verv  Impressive  programme  which  was 
thoroughlv    entoyed    by    friends    and     member* 
Sister  LOUW  announced   that   once  again 
the   Relief   Society  Sisters  are  n  mbark 

upon   their  usual  Saturday  morning  cake  sale* 
beginnme  with  a  sale  lo  be  held  on  tlie  24th 

Rerentlv  Sister  Nola  Trcskie  organi7ed  a  Pro- 
gressive Dinner  which  was  held  In  the  Recrea- 
tion   Ball      a    very    enjoyable    tune    ws 
spent  bv  all  in  a  good  ca 

Sister  Mom  Futter  was  unfortunate  enough  to 
have  to  return  to  the  hospital  but  we  are  happT 
to  report,  however,  that  she  is  well  on  the  way 
to  complete  recovery. 

LFJANSH1  A  BRANCH 

Branch  Pres'deiv     ' 
121    "F       Ave: 
Reported    b]    I*  itni      I 

\    yen     enlovable    P  *V 

held   on  Sunday  of    Feb 

lent    and    Sister    Duncan    in 
session  was  h 
the   evening    session    a* 
evening     session  D,m 

Richard  John  Gilberson  and  Joni 
Gilberson 


attendance 
Nltana    and 
ng    the 
»n     1 
athan 
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We  are  glad  to  welcome  back  Sister  Georgina 
Spear  and  Vernon  who  have  just  returned  from 
an  enjoyable  holiday.  Sister  Gertruida  Fourie 
has  been  in  hospital  for  the  last  few  days  with 
a  Thrombosis  in  the  leg.  Our  faith  and  prayers 
are  with  her. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch   President:  Elder  Samuel  P.  Robison, 

20  Kings  Avenue,  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Elder  K.  L.  Hadfield. 

The  Bulawayo  Branch  was  recently  honoured 
with  the  visit  of  President  and  Sister  Duncan. 
Two  very  impressive  sessions  of  District  and 
Branch  Conference  were  held  with  President 
Duncan  presiding.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
final  session  of  conference,  President  Duncan 
showed  some  very  inspiring  colour  pictures  of 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple  grounds  and  President 
David  O.  McKay's  home. 

Prior  to  Elder  Stokes'  departure  for  home 
Elder  Samuel  P.  Robison  was  appointed  Branch 
President.  There  has  been  some  recent  advance- 
ments in  the  Priesthood.  Brothers  Frost.  Isaac, 
and  Robbins  were  ordained  to  the  office  of  Elder. 
Due  to  the  moving  of  two  of  the  brethren,  there 
has  been  a  reorganization  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Brother  Isaac  has  been  appointed  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  replacing  Brother  Frost 
who  is  moving  to  Salisbury.  Sister  Isaac  has 
been  appointed  Sunday  School  Secretary,  re- 
placing Brother  Robbins  who  has  departed  for 
England.  Brother  Bill  Jubber  is  teaching  the 
Intermediate  Class  which  Brother  Robbins 
was  teaching.  We  are  certainly  sorry  to  see  these 
members  leave  our  branch  and  will  miss  their 
sincere  effort  and  diligent  service  they  have  ren- 
dered to  the  Branch. 

A  verv  enjoyable  evening  was  had  bv  all  on 
March  10,  when  a  Branch  social  was  held  at  our 
meeting  place.  Games,  films,  and  eats  were 
the  menu. 

BLOEMFONTEIN   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Sidney  Spear. 

154  Waverley  Road,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlen. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  we  have  acquired 
a  new  hall  for  our  Sunday  services  in  the  new 
Red  Cross  Building.  We  are  all  very  thrilled 
because  this  hall  is  much  more  dignified  and 
suitable.  A  jumble  sale  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Inez  Snear  and  was  auite  successful.  We 
had  to  say  "Tot  Siens"  to  Elder  George  Fred- 
ericksen  who  laboured  here  for  the  past  six 
months. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Nicolaas  J.  Goosen, 

57  van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 

Reported  bv  Marv  Dean 

On  the  2nd  of  March  a  Watermelon  Feast 
was  held  on  Brother  Eric  Jakins'  farm  at 
Eerste  River.  Many  of  the  members  attended 
and  everv  one  enjoyed  the  games  and  water- 
melon. The  evening  service  on  March  11  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society  Sifters 
The  theme  was.  "The  Road  to  Peace."  Members 
of  the  branch  enjoyed  a  social  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Storey's  on  Friday  evening, 
the  23rd  March. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH 
Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road.   Mouille  Point.  Cane  Town. 
Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

On  March  2nd  the  girls  and  bovs  organized 
a  watermelon  feast  at  Brother  Jakins'  home  at 
Eerste  River.    The  funds  raised  by  this  activity 


are  being  used  to  provide  basketball  uniforms. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Donald  Harper  on 
attaining  his  majority.  He  certainly  had  a 
very  fine  coming-of-age.  First,  there  were 
family  parties  to  which  he  flew  to  in  Johannes- 
burg; then  there  was  the  surprise  party  organ- 
ized by  his  young  friends  in  the  Church. 

The  Relief  Society  was  responsible  for  the 
programme  put  over  on  Sunday,  4th  March. 
The  Theme  of  the  evening  was  "The  Road  to 
Peace."  The  two  principle  speakers,  Sisters 
Cynthia  Steen-Neilsen  and  Denise  Rayner, 
spoke  on  "Peace  in  the  Home"  and  "Peace  in 
the  World."  The  music  was  furnished  by  the 
choir  of  the  Relief  Society  Sisters. 

We  always  get  a  thrill  out  of  the  blessing  of 
little  children  in  the  Church.  On  March  4th 
little  Alan  and  Michael  Theys  were  blessed  and 
Jeanine.  the  baby  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Peter  van  Rhyn  was  blessed  on  March 
11. 

The  M.I.A.  held  their  annual  Watermelon 
"Bust"  at  Clifton  on  the  6th.  A  merry  gang  of 
young  people  travelled  to  and  from  the  beach 
in  Brother  Butt's  lorry.  Judging  by  remarks 
passed,  we  should  imagine  that  this  affair  was 
entirely  successful. 

The  Junior  Gleaners  enjoyed  a  Progressive 
Dinner-Party  on  the  13th. 

The  big  event  of  the  month  was,  of  course, 
the  Old  Folks'  Dinner  Party  which  was  held 
on  the  23rd.  It  is  a  tradition  around  Cumorah 
that  this  is  the  best  party  of  the  year  and 
those  who  were  present  'subscribe  heartily  to 
this  theory.  The  programme  was  well-thought 
out  and  there  were  items  by  certain  of  the  old 
folk,  such  as  a  poem  from  Sister  Francis  Louw, 
talks  by  Edwin  Jakins  and  Edith  Wiid,  as  well 
as  items  from  John  Wilson,  the  Lady  Mis- 
sionaries and  the  Elders.  Prizes  were  awarded  to 
the  oldest  male  member  (Brother  Jakins) ;  the 
youngest  old  male  member  (Brother  A. 
Hubert) ;  the  oldest  husband  (Mr.  Lawrie) ;  the 
youngest  old  lady  member  (Sister  Amy  Hy- 
land) ;  the  oldest  lady  with  the  best  attendance 
at  Relief  Society  (Sister  Edith  Myers) ;  and  the 
lady  who  had  most  recently  turned  sixty 
(Sister  Florence  Vigus).  A  gift -of  stinkwood 
book-ends  and  a  springbok  shopping-bag  was 
made  to  Sister  Nora  Duncan  on  behalf  of  the 
Old  Folk  of  the  Branch  and  District. 

We  should  like  to  congratulate  Brother  and 
Sister  Sam  Ravner,  who  celebrated  their 
twenty-eighth  wedding  anniversary  at  the  Old 
Folks'  Party.  Brother  Rayner  acted  as  toast- 
master  for  the  party. 

Sister  Kay  Morgan  has  been  spending  a  holi- 
day at  the  Cape.  Sister  Morgan  is  no  stranger 
at  Cumorah.  where  she  is  better  remembered 
as  Sister  Gilberson. 

Sickness  has  really  visited  the  Lambrick 
family.  Now  that  Brother  and  Sister  Lambrick 
have  recovered  from  the  effects  of  recent  op°ra- 
tions,  their  daughter  has  been  taken  to  hos- 
pital. Another  Sister  who  has  been  ill  during 
the  month  is  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb.  We  pray 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  be  with  all  our 
sick. 

We  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  wel- 
come the  new  members  we  have  in  the  Mow- 
bray Branch.  On  the  19th  of  February  Brother 
a^d  Sister  Theys  and  Sister  Gilbert  were  bap- 
tized. Also  we  welcome  as  a  member  a  friend 
of  long  standing  in  David  Bell.  He  and  Ivan 
Fourie  were  baptized  at  CUmorah  on  the  25th 
of  March. 
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YOLIl  <|l  ESTIOX 


>s|  I'll   III  I  |)|\(,    sMllH 
ol   I  he  Council  ol  (he  \  "< 


SATAVS 


POWER  TO  PERFORM  MIRACLES 


I  ilk t-n    from    the    Improvement     I  ra 


QUESTION: 

"Does  Satan  have  power  to  perform 
miracles?  This  matter  has  been  discussed  in 
our  priesthood  quorum.  I  he  Question  arises 
out  ol  the  fact  that  a  preacher  is  apparent!) 
performing  healings  and  demonstrating  his 
power  (b\  television  and  radio),  thus  adver- 
tising his  meeting  and  the  work  he  is  doing. 
I  lure  are  some  actions  and  expressions  which 
he  uses  that  impress  me  and  some  others  thai 
his  work  does  not  come  from  the  Lord.  We 
fed  that  they  do  not  harmonize  with  the 
teachings  of  our  Saviour.  He  seems  to  repre 
sent  DO  church  but  invites  his  hearers  to  join 
some  church  and  attend  their  meetings.  We 
have  no  solution  to  this  problem,  can  you 
help  us?" 

ANSWER: 

All  down  through  the  ages  and  in  almost  all 
countries,  men  have  exercised  great  occult  and 
mystical  powers,  even  to  the  healing  of  the 
sick  and  the  performing  of  miracles.  Sooth- 
Bayers,  magicians  and  astrologers  were  found 
in  the  courts  of  ancient  kings.  They  had  cer- 
tain powers  by  which  they  divined  and  solved 
the  monarch's  problems,  dreams,  etc.  One  ol 
the  most  striking  examples  of  this  is  recorded 
in  Exodus,  where  Pharaoh  called  "the  men  and 
the  sorcerers"  who  duplicated  some  of  the 
miracles  the  I  ord  had  commanded  Moses  and 
Aaron  to  perform.  When  Aaron  threw  down 
his  rod,  it  became  a  serpent.  The  Egyptians 
threw  down  their  rods,  and  they  also  became 
serpents.  When  Aaron  stretched  his  rod  over 
the  streams,  the  rivers  and  ponds,  there  came 
forth  frogs  that  covered  the  land.  "And  the 
magicians  did  so  with  their  enchantments,  and 
brought  up  frogs  upon  the  land  of  Egypt ." 
(Ex..  ch.  7-8.)  Beyond  this  point  the  magicians 
of  Egypt  could  not  go.  The  magicians  failed 
in  the  days  of  Joseph  to  interpret  the  dream  o\ 
Pharoah  because  it  was  a  dream  from  the 
Lord,  but  Joseph,  because  he  held  the  priest- 
hood, interpreted  it.  Likewise  in  the  dream  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  of  the  image,  the  astrologers 
failed  to  give  the  interpretation  because  the 
dream  came  from  the  Lord,  and  Daniel,  who 
held   the  priesthood  gave    the    interpretation 


1  yen    tO  this  day   the   magicians   ol    Indi.i 
form  many  wonderful  works 

There  is  no  doubt  about  Satan  having  | 
power  and  that    he  cm  appeal    .is  an  angel   of 

light.    In  this  form  he  appeared  on  the  b 

of    the     Susquehanna     River     to     oppose    the 
restoration    of     kevs     and     was     detected     b> 
Michael,  and  his  plans  were  thwarted 
&  (      128:20;  compare  also  See 
son  of  Lehi.  in  his  teachings,    stated    it 
there  had  been  no  atonement,  our  spirits 
must  have  became  like  unto  him  (Satan) 
we  become  devils,  angels  to  |  devil,  to  be  shut 
out   from  the  presence  of  i  tod,  and  to  remain 
with  the  father  ol  lies,  m  miser  v  like  unto  him- 
self;  yea,  to  that  being  who  beguiled  OW 
parents,  who  ti  aiisformeth  himself  nigh  unto  an 
angel  of  light,  and  stirrcth  up  the  children  of 
men  unto  secret  combinations  of  murder  and 
all  manner  of  secret   works    of    darl 
Nephi  l>:^.)     Korihor.  who  tried  to  deceive  the 
Nephites,  admitted  that  Satan  appeared  to  him 
as  an   angel   and  told   him  what    to   teach   the 
people.   (See  Aim.' 

When  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  .»  ( 
pany  of  brethren  were  journeving  tO  Rutland 
from    Missouri   the)     camped     il     Mcllw .one's 
Bend   on    the    Missouri     River       I  here     I 
William    W.    Phelps    ••in    open   vision    b\ 
light,   saw    the   destroyer    in   his   most   horrible 
power,  ride  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,  others 
heard   the    noise,    but    saw     not     the    vision' 
(D.H.I      Vol  1,  p.  203.)      1  l  declared 

that    Satan    had    the   power   tO   bind   hod: 
men  and  women  and  sorely  alTlict  them.  < ' 
7:22-23;  Luke  13:16\)    It  Satan  has  pom 

bind  the  bodies,  he  surelv  must  have  power  10 
loose  them.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
s.it.m  has  great  knowledge  and  therebv 
exercise  authoritv  and  to  some  extent  control 
the  elements,  when  some  greater  power  docs 
not  intervene  Paul  writing  to  the  Ephcsian 
Saints  called  Satan  "The  prince  of  the  power 
Of  the  air.  the  spirit  that  now  workcth  in  the 
children  of  disobedience ."  (Lph 

When  a  man  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
healing  the  sick  and  performing  mighty  works. 
(Continued  on  page  63i 
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ORDINATIONS 

FROST,    Henry    Alfred     (Bulawayo)— Elder— by 

Samuel  P.  Robison,  February  19,  1956. 
ISAAC,    Richard    (Bulawayo) — Elder — by    Leroy 

H.  Duncan,  February  19,  1956. 
ROBBINS,   Ronald   Thomas    (Bulawayo)— Elder 

— by  Lawrence  J.  Stokes,  February  19,  1956. 
FAGAN,    Richard     (Durban) — Elder — by    Leroy 

H.  Duncan,  January  1,  1956. 
DAUBNEY,    Peter    Graham    (Bloemfontein)    — 

Deacon — by  Sydney  J.  Spear,  February  4,  1956. 
FUTTER,     Noel      Barry      (Springs)— Priest— by 

Kenneth  G.  Furgason,  P'ebruary  26,  1956. 
MITCHELL,     Herbert     Anthony     (Pietermaritz- 

burg) — Priest — by  Lorin  W.  Pickett,  March  11, 

1956. 

BAPTISMS   AND    CONFIRMATIONS 

BRUMER,     Anna    Magritha    Cornelia     Slabber! 

(Benoni) — b.  B.  Kent  Taylor  and  c.  B.  Kent 

Taylor,  February  19,  1956. 
LUNN,   Arthur   Robert    (Benoni) — b.    Kelvin   M. 

Smith  and  c.  Gene  B.  Welling,  February   19, 

1956. 
GIBBON,  Marilyn  Denise   (Raman)—  b.  Wallace 

M.  Saling,  and  c.  Wallace  M.  Saling,  February 

19,  1956. 
LANDSBERG,  Thelma  Mary  Anderson  (Raman) 

— b.   Wallace    M.    Saling    and   c.    Wallace    M. 

Saling,  February  19,  1956. 
PETERSEN,    David   Rhys    (Krugersdorp)    —    d. 

James  H.  Bean  and  c.  Henry  S.  Todd,  Febru- 
ary 19.  1956. 
POTGIETER,      Susanna      Catherina      Barbara 

(North   Western) — b.  James  H.   Bean  and  c. 

Henry  S.  Todd,  February  19,  1956. 
MAARTENS,   Lionel   John    (North  Western)    — 

b.    Lionel    F.    Maartens    and    c.    William    H. 

Brummer.  February  19,  1956. 
VAN   ST  ADEN,  Beryl  Jean    (North  Western)— 

b.  William  H.  Brummer  and    c.    Andrew    C. 

Brummer,  February  19,  1956. 
VAN  STADEN,  Maria  Magdalena  (North  West- 
ern)— b.  William  H.  Brummer  and  c.  Johann 

P.  Brummer,  February  19,  1956. 
DWEN,     Jean     Suttie     (Durban)— b.    Lynn     P. 

Walker  and  c.  Lynn  P.  Walker,  February   12, 

1956. 
OWEN,     Thomas      (Durban)— b.     C.      Thomas 

Asplund  and  c.  C  Thomas  Asplund,  February 

12,  1956. 
COETZEE,    Dorothy     Judith     (Durban)— b.     J. 

Melverton   Jakins   and   c.    Lynn    P.    Walker, 

February  12,  1956. 
McARAVEY,    Cyril   Bernard    (Durban)— b.   Don 

W.  Merrill  and  c.  Bernard  V.  Milne.  February 

12.  1956. 
THEYS,     Heine     Sylvia     Sparg     (Mowbray)— b. 

Sidney  A.  Newton  and  c.  Ernest  D.  Hubbard, 

February  19,  1956. 
THEYS,  Denis  Beresford   (Mowbray)— b.  Ernest 

D.  Hubbard  and  c.  F.  John  Francis,  February 

19,  1956. 
GILBERT,  Angela   Elizabeth  Esterhuvse   (Mow- 
bray)—b.  Glen  S.  Osborne  and  c.  Donald  G. 

Spercer,  February  19,  1956. 


BLESSINGS 

BRAITHWAITE,      Colleen      Cecilia      (Krugers- 
dorp)— C.  Kenneth  Powrie,  February  5,  1956. 
BRAITHWAITE,        David        (Krugersdorp)— C. 

Kenneth  Powrie,  February  5,  1956. 

OWEN,  Kenneth  Norman  (Durban)— Lynn  P. 
Walker,  February  12,  1956. 

MORISON,  Jean  Joycelyn  (Raman)— Rulon  R. 
Fairbanks,  February  12,  1956. 

OTTO,  Michael  Petrus  Daniel  (Ramah)— Wal- 
lace M.  Saling,  February   12,   1956. 

CLARK,  Karen  Lee  (Ramah) — Ronald  Bide 
Clark,  January  1,  1956. 

MATTHEWS.  Richard  Clifford  (Ramah)— Nor- 
man G.  Muir,  January  1,  1956. 

BRITS,  Martinus  Johannes  Bekker  (Out  of 
Branch) — Johannes  Paulus  Brummer,  Decem- 
ber 25    1955 

SCHWARTZEL,  Roy  Arthur  (Pretoria)— Orville 
C.  Grigor,  February  5,  1956. 

SCHWARTZEL,  Jessie  Louise  (Pretotria)— 
Nunham  G.  Stanford.  February  5,  1956. 

THEYS,  Allan  Denis  Hampshire  (Mowbray)— 
F.  John  Francis.  March  4,  1956. 

THEYS,  Michael  Henri  Beresford  Theys  (Mow- 
bray)— Kay  H.  Salmon,  March  4,  1956. 

GDLBERSON,  Jonathan  Mark  (Out  of  Branch) 
— Lerov  H.  Duncan,  February  26   ,1956. 

GILBERSON,  Richard  John  (Out  of  Branch)— 
Leroy  H.  Duncan,  February  26,  1956. 

LEWIS.  Vincent  Graham  (Port  Elizabeth) — 
Ronald  P.  Duncan,  March  4,  1956. 

VAN  RHYN,  Jeanine  (Mowbray)  —Samuel  J. 
Ravner,  March  11,   1956. 

HUTTON,  Sharon  Marie  (Springs)— Henri  de 
Coligne  Hugo.  March  4.  1956. 

LOMBARD,  Carolyn  Elizabeth  (Bellville)— 
Nicolaas  J.  A.  Goosen,  March  4,  1956. 

BILLETT,  Cheryl  Lorraine  (Durban)— Bernard 
V.  Milne,  March  4,  1956. 

BILLETT,  Neale  Garth  (Durban)— Bernard  V. 
Milne,  March  4,   1956. 

DEATHS 

DALY,    Susanna    Elizebeth    Brummer    (Out) — 

died  August,  1955. 
WILSON,    Thomas    (Mowbray) — died    February 

18.   1956. 
HUGHES,   Ernestine  Isabel   Alexandria   Simons 

(Bloemfontein) — died  February    14,    1956. 
BARNES,  Sophia  Alett  Jacoba   (Krugersdorp)— 

died  February  27,  1956. 

BIRTHS 

LOMBARD,  Carolyn  Elizabeth   (Bellville)— born 

December  28.  1955. 
SPANGENBERG,     Daniel     James     (Bellville)— 

bom  December  28,  1955. 
COWDREY,      Marguerite      (Pretoria)    —    born 

November  20.  1955. 

MARRIAGES 

YATES,  Patricia  Jan  (Benoni)— married  Ken- 
neth Edward  Eagar,  March  3,  1956. 
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CUMuKAII  IIU  I         MESbENGEH 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  HIE  EIDERS'  QIORHI 


by  F,  M    DONL1 

"MY  KINGDOM  IS  NOI  Of  THIS 
WORLD."  There  is  a  profound  thought  be- 
hind these  words  of  our  Saviour  and  we  .is 
Latter-day  Saints,  especially  those  who  have 
been  ordained  to  the  Priesthood,  should  echo 
them.  The  Holy  Priesthood  is  for  the  benefit 
of  man  in  this  life  but  with  the  object  of  his 
ultimate  exaltation.  The  Priesthood  is  truly 
for  the  world  but  is  not  of  the  world.  It  has 
been  bestowed  upon  us  for  service  to  mankind 
not  for  self-glorilication  .  Our  ultimate  reward 
will  be  assessed  by  our  service  to  our  fellow 
men;  for  "when  ye  are  in  the  service  of  your 
fellow  beings  ye  are  only  in  the  service  of  your 
God."  We  cannot  magnify  our  Priesthood 
without  service  to  others.  The  greatest  service 
we  can  perform  is  to  live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ;  to  be    an    example    of    the    Saviour's 


(Continued  from  page  s4> 
patience  of  these  young  elders.  I  began  to 
realize  that  there  was  something  in  the  Joseph 
Smith  story.  I  had  read  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon and  was  now  reading  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  and  I  knew  as  I  read  "THIS  IS 
THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD."  For  the  first 
time  I  realized  the  importance  of  the  priest- 
hood and  the  necessity  of  baptism.  I  learned 
that  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  were 
three  separate  personages  and  I  was  convinced 
that  this  Church  had  all  the  answers.  I  was 
asked  to  play  the  organ  and  thus  attended 
Sunday  School  and  Church  services  very  regu- 
larily.  I  received  so  much  from  the  Sundav 
School  lessons  that  at  times  I  felt  like  I  would 
burst  with  it  all  and  I  knew  that  1  wanted  to  be 
baptized.      My  husband   gave    me    permission 


teachings    \  Propa  I  umpieii  *  Aoriu 

needs.      We    should    he    |fl    example     in     | 
phase  ol   life    in  our  homes,  at  our  work  and 
in  our  social  life       I  he  C  hurch  will  | 
largch    in    relation    to  the    cvunpie    . 
its'   teachings      It  is  m   our   home  life  that  wc 
must    first   of  all    h\e   the   <  !    the 

example      I  he  world  needs  examples  of  happs. 
Christian   homes  more  than  an\  thing  els, 
cannot  teach  the  Gotod  unless  our  home 
examples  o\    it       More  than  ainwherc  else  the 
homes     of     the      Priesthood     holders      should 
abound  in  lo\c.  consideration  and  harm 

Let  us  live  with  out  eyes  to  the  future  and 

COOStantl)  seek  tor  the  approbations  of  our 
lathei  in  Heaven  and  not  loi  the  worldl\ 
honours.  I  et  us  seek  for  permanent  riches  .md 
not  for  those  which  are  all  too  fleeting 


and   has  stood   firmlv    h>    me      I  I  <th. 

1955,  l  was  baptized  h>  m>  son  and  became  a 

member    of   the   (  hurch    of     feSUS    (  hr> 
Latter-da)    Saints.     Now   the  (  hurch  is  giving 
me  an  understanding  o\  things  that  were,  that 
ire,  and  are  to  be. 

Toda\  I  sincerel>  thank  nn  lather  in 
Heaven  for  this,  the  (  hurch  of  Jesus  (  hnst  of 
Latter-da)  Saints,  for  the  Prophet  J. 
Smith  and  his  work,  for  my  membership  in 
His  Church,  and  that  I  at  last  have  been  able 
to  stop  being  a  "Doubting  Thomas."  I  know 
that  I  have  found  that  which  is  true.  To  an\ 
who  are  seeking  for  the  truth.  I  rSTQCItl] 

PRAY— pra)  for  the  Lord*i  guidance     u  Hi^ 
own    way,    in    His    own    time,    the    lord    will 
show  you   that  which   is  right  and   true  it 
will  hut  keep  faith 


(Continued  from  page  <>h 
he  will  not  come  with  the  blare  of  trumpets. 
nor  will  he  advertise  his  performance.  More- 
over, he  will  not  teach  an  indefinite  doctrine 
He  will  not  tell  the  people  to  join  a  church 
any  church,  but  he  will  proclaim  a  clear  doc- 
trine of  repentance  and  baptism  for  the  remis 
sion  of  sins  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  one  comes 
preaching  his  own  doctrine,  and  though  he 
may  perform  miracles,  if  he  docs  all  of  this 
to  be  seen  of  men  and  by  advertising  his  deeds 
to  the  world,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  he  has  not 
been  called  by  divine  appointment.  On  numer- 
ous occasions  when  the  Saviour  healed  the 
sick  and  gave  eyesight  to  the  blind,  he  admon- 
ished them,  saying.  "See  that  no  man  know 


it." — "And  charged  them  that  the>  should  not 
make  him  known  "  Such  admonition  can  be 
found   in  the  following  ptfffigB  '  JO 

12:9-16;  Mark  I  10  12 

In  this  dispensation  the  I  ord  instructed  the 
elders  o\'  the  Church  that  as  thc\  went  forth 
in  humility  and  faith,  the)  should  in  his  name 
"do  man)    wonderful  it   dcvih. 

heal  the  sick,  open  the  c\es  of  the  blind,  un- 
the  e  :Ts  of  the  dc. if.  md  Cause  the  dumb 
to  speak."  but  he  also 

\  commandment  I  give  unto  them,  that 
thev  shall  not  boast  themsches  o(  these  things, 
neither  speak  them  before  the  world;  for  these 
things  are  given  unto  \ou  for  \our  profit  and 
for  salvation."  fSee  D  &  < 
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Summer  Sabbaths 

Taken  from  "YOUR  FAITH  AND  YOU" 


Fast  meeting  was  letting  out.  Following  the 
dismissal  prayer,  the  Saints  were  slowly  mov- 
ing to  the  door.  They  had  been  spiritually 
tilled.  Fervent  testimonies  had  been  borne. 
The  sacrament  had  been  administered  with 
fitting  dignity. 

As  the  people  neared  the  door,  one  lady  was 
overheard  to  say:  "Now  to  get  home  and 
gather  up  my  family  and  then  take  them  to 
the  canyon  for  the  rest  of  the  day.'1 

The  words  were  not  spoken  in  a  whisper. 
All  nearby  could  hear.  They  seemed  so  out 
of  harmony  with  what  had  happened  in  the 
preceding  hour  and  a  half.  They  seemed  so 
out  of  place  after  the  people,  in  a  spirit  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  had  once  again  pledged 
themselves  to  a  renewal  of  their  covenants  of 
obedience  to  the  Lord. 

There  may  have  been  others,  even  in  other 
meeting-houses,  who  planned  the  same  type  of 
thing  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  It  could  be  that 
this  sister  was  not  alone  in  her  arrangements, 
and  it  is  just  possible  that  when  she  got  to  the 
canyon  she  and  her  family  may  have  found 
other  families  there  also.  She  might  not  have 
had  the  canyon  all  to  herself  that  Sunday 
afternoon. 

But  what  is  the  significance  of  what  she 
said  and  did?  What  did  this  sister's  attitude 
really  indicate?  Was  it  ignorance  of  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Sabbath?  It  was  not  any 
spirit  of  rebellion  which  she  exhibited.  She 
had  come  to  the  meeting  of  her  own  free  will 
and  choice;  she  had  enjoyed  what  went  on; 
and  the  next  Sunday  no  doubt  she  was  in  her 
usual  seat  again.  There  was  no  defiance  in 
her  spirit.  It  must  have  been  a  lack  of  under- 
standing. She  may  never  have  been  taught  the 
gospel  properly.  Maybe  church  going  was 
just  a  habit  with  her,  to  be  indulged  in  on 
Sunday  for  a  part  of  the  day,  and  then  to  be 
forgotten  in  more  worldly  activities. 


How  many  Latter-day  Saints  are  there  just 
like  her?  How  many  of  us  are  thoughtless 
about  our  religion,  take  it  for  granted,  con- 
sider it  in  a  strictly  passive  manner,  take  it 
and  leave  it  according  to  our  convenience? 

This  little  incident  emphasizes  several 
things: 

1.  The  need  for  proper  teaching  of  all 
gospel  principles  to  our  people,  young  and  old. 
How  can  they  be  converted  unless  they  are 
properly  taught?  And  how  can  they  be  ex- 
pected to  obey  unless  they  are  converted? 

2.  The  need  for  people  to  understand  that 
the  gospel  is  not  something  to  be  taken  pas- 
sively, but  that  it  is  actually  a  way  of  life,  a 
way  which  moulds  us  into  beings  eventually  to 
become  like  God.  Character  growth  comes 
by  application,  work  and  effort,  holding  to 
principle,  and  practicing  that  principle. 

3.  The  Lord  does  not  announce  his  high 
principles  merely  as  delightful  expressions  to 
be  talked  about,  and  seen  and  admired  from 

'  a  distance.  His  instructions  are  practical; 
they  are  applicable;  he  expects  us  to  use  them. 
He  does  not  wish  to  be  brushed  off  as  non- 
essential. He  claims  first  place  in  our  lives. 
We  must  love  him  and  serve  him  with  all  our 
hearts  and  souls — without  reservation. 

4.  When  parents  take  their  families  into 
Sabbath  day  activities  not  in  keeping  with 
Church  teachings,  they  actually  set  examples 
of  disobedience  for  their  own  children  and 
place  in  their  hearts  disrespect  for  the  laws 
of  God.  Laws  which  are  not  respected  are 
not  obeyed. 

Should  we  not  reconsider  our  summer  Sab- 
baths in  the  light  of  the  whole  gospel  plan, 
and  live  those  Sabbaths  in  a  way  which  will 
be  in  keeping  with  our  faith?  And  then  de- 
termine to  be  equally  serious  in  the  applica- 
tion of  all  other  gospel  laws  as  well?  Love  of 
God  can  only  be  measured  in  terms  of  sacrifice 
to  him.    Faith  without  works  is  dead. 


(Continued  from  page  57) 
"But  it  has  been  no   sacrifice.     We   cannot 
give  enough  to  the  Lord  ever  to  have  him  in- 
debted to  us,"  he  said. 

"We  now  pledge  the  help  of  this  people  to 
operate  the  temple,  to  do  the  genealogical  re- 
search, to  bring  our  young  people  here  for 
marriage — all  so  the  purposes  for  which  this 


house  was  built  will  be  realized." 

The  Mormon  Choir  of  Southern  California 
furnished  the  music  for  both  Sunday  sessions. 
Soloist  was  Miss  Ewan  Harbrecht  who  sang, 
"Bless  This  House."  The  opening  prayer  was 
offered  by  Elder  Eldred  G.  Smith,  patriarch  to 
the  Church,  and  the  benediction  was  by  Presi- 
dent John  M.  Russon,  Los  Angeles  Stake. 
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